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INAUGURAL NEW ORLEANS PO-BOY PRESERVATION FESTIVAL TO BE HELD SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18

WHAT:
First annual New Orleans Po-Boy Preservation Festival

WHEN:
Sunday, November 18th, 2007



12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

WHERE:
Oak Street in the Riverbend area of New Orleans

The first annual New Orleans Po-Boy Preservation Festival will feature po-boy offerings from some of the city’s most famous restaurants, as well as live music, arts and crafts, and the “Golden Loaf Awards” for the best tasting po-boys.  

Hosted by the Oak Street Association, the festival was founded as a celebration of the storied sandwich and the role it has played in New Orleans’ culinary culture.  

“There’s a whole generation of young people out there who have grown up thinking Jared is the expert when it comes to making sandwiches” said Brad Wilkins, President of the Oak Street Main St. Association “But a po-boy is more than just a sandwich, it’s a part of our collective past.”

The collective past of which he speaks is the historic streetcar driver strike that crippled New Orleans in 1929. History has it that a local shop owner who was formerly a streetcar driver began feeding the striking the workers for free. When a hungry worker would come in off of the picket line the call would go out: “here comes another poor boy!” From those humble beginnings spring the many varieties of the po-boy sandwich; a New Orleans original of which there is no sub-stitute!
The Po-Boy Preservation Festival will also highlight the ongoing revitalization of the Oak Street corridor. In 2006, Oak Street was designated a National Main Street™ by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and a Louisiana Main Street™ by the Department of Historic Preservation which authorizes the program. The Main Street™ program, that has been in existence since 1985 has been successfully revitalizing local neighborhood commercial corridors that have suffered from large scale malls and big box stores in the suburbs. 

As a not for profit 501 C 3 organization the program has been raising funds through events, grants and corporate sponsorships. As a result new businesses have been popping back up on Oak Street and longtime shops have been given the chance to revitalize their existing businesses as well as freshen up and revamp their store fronts. The Main Street initiative has been steadily gaining steam, and Oak Street has seen a slew of activity as a result of the programs success. 
For more information on the Po-Boy Preservation Festival, log on to their website at: www.poboyfest.com 

For more information on the Oak Street-Main Street™ program check out their website at: www.onlyonoak.com.   
For further information, please contact Marilyn Kearney, Program Manager at oakstreetnola@bellsouth.net or by phone at (504) 228-3349, or

Fax (504) 866-1193
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